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Divrei Chizuk — Shavuos

Erev Shavuos 5780

Dear Friend,

For the last few months Klal Yisroel has been going through a challenging time; our
shuls, yeshivas and schools have been closed and we have been semi-quarantined in
our homes. In order to try and keep our kehilla and friends connected | created a
daily chizuk chat before Pesach and posted divrei chizuk. B”h | have posted 65 audio
and video divrei chizuk. For the last ten days the chizuk has been based on Shavuos
and Kabalas haTorah. | am presenting you with theses divrei chizuk transcribed from
the audio. These were not prepared for “print”, rather transcribed the way | said
them.

| would like to thank Mrs. Michal Sinowitz who once again was willing to take on this
project and transcribed my words in a most professional manner.

My tefilla is that the chizuk that emerges from these divrei Torah should be a zechus
for all the cholim, be a shmirah for Klal Yisroel, and should serve to bring a yeshua
from this tzarah, b’karov.

Dovid A. Gross
Rav, Kehillas Beis Doniel
Cleveland, Oh
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Divrei Chizuk — Shavuos

T'02
Shalom aleichem everyone.

We are continuing our divrei chizuk. As we are getting closer to the yontif of Shavuos, for the
next ten days of divrei chizuk which will lead us up to Shavuos,— we are going to focus now
on the yontif of Shavuos and NnINN N'7277 and be mechazek ourselves, just like we did before
Pesach on the Hagaddah

Today is the forty-fifth day of divrei chizuk, Baruch Hashem, and Be'ezras Hashem we will be
able to continue to be mechazek each other as we come closer to Shavuos.

We mentioned yesterday that Ezra made a Takanah to read the ni77j7 — the rebuke of the
nndIN of Parshas Mipina before Shavuos: "n'M177j71 n1w n7ON" — let us be finished with the
year, together with all of the curses that have been coming in this year, and we should start
a new year of Brachos.

The Tosfos points out that even though this is true — however, we never /ain 'nijziN2 right
before Shavuos. The same thing being with Parshas X1an > before Rosh HaShanah. There is
always a buffer week between 'mijzina and Shavuos and X1Ian '3 and Rosh HaShanah. The
Tosfos says in 2"y X™? QT n'7an:

"NIxY? Mizinaw Ni7pn monY? X'7w 1", Although Ezra wanted us to read it and be
Aivnn from it, like we mentioned yesterday; but he also wanted there to be a buffer week
between the two and that's why 122 is the 7090 — the separation, the division between
the ni77j7 and the actual yomtov of Shavuos.

However, Rav Moshe Feinstein n>12%7 11NOT1 has a beautiful vort to explain how Parshas
BaMidbar — this week's Parsha — actually has a nid>"w to Shavuos. It does not just happen to
be the buffer week between 'nijina and Shavuos — BaMidbar is a necessary nnTpn, a
necessary introduction to Shavuos. Rav Moshe explains that there are people who think that
they don't have it in them to become great in Torah. And because of that they don't have
the confidence, they feel they don't have the potential — so they don't put all their effort
into it. They are TIN%?7 0*7w1nNn — they are lazy or weak from learning, thinking that they are
not going to come to a great naxTn in Torah.

Says Rav Moshe that in Parshas BaMidbar we count — Moshe Rabeinu counted all the Jews:
"Y' 12 NTY 79 UNRY N IRY" - lift them up and count them. Says Rav Moshe — why s it
that when it comes to counting, does the Torah use the [IU7 of raising? "WiN1 NX IKY" — raise
the heads. Rav Moshe answers that when Klal Yisrael were counted, and they were counted
one by one —individuals: it wasn't an estimation, it wasn't a fly-by, guessing how many
people there wer. Every person passed by Moshe Rabenu and was counted n'2%7 nnnguny"
"Dnax —who are you, who is your family, which Shevet do you come from. Every person was
an equal number: Moshe Rabenu was one, and the lowest person in Klal Yisrael was equally
one. No one in Klal Yisrael was worth more than someone else — there was no one who was
worth two people, five people, ten people. Everyone was worth the same in the counting.
Everyone was counted as one. And when Klal Yisrael sees this, and when people see that
they are on equal footing and they are being counted equally amongst Klal Yisrael — nx 18"
"W 2 .. WUNY — that lifts them up. That raises them up; that lifts their head high and
gives them a NIa'wnN and says: you are something important. You are not just another
person in Klal Yisrael, who maybe feels inadequate compared to people who have greater
nnNwd. You have [INWd —you have potential to be great according to your madrega, the
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same as every other person in Klal Yisrael has that potential. And you are not just a number
—you are a person. "DNAX N7 DNN9YNYT" — you have a family, you have a Shevet, you are
something 21wn! And that's how Klal Yisrael was counted: "IXW" — they were raised up. The
counting lifted up their heads and gave them a nia'wn.

"NIRw 0TI P71" says Rav Moshe — therefore before Shavuos we have to read Parshas
BaMidbar, "D TIj7'9n Nw1D XInW" — that's the Parsha of counting, "MIx'wa w72 "nNaw” -
that was said using a terminology of raising up. "nT'77 "M 2277 70' 07 ]PIKAW NN -
to give confidence to every person in Klal Yisrael: every one of us is able to be mekabel the
Torah. Every one of us is able to be great in Torah. Everyone of us has an equal shot and an
equal chance to become great. "INU" — that raises us up and that gives us the confidence for
Kabalas HaTorah.

This is similar to a vort that Rav Moshe says in last week's Parsha, ( nin7 narx Rav Zalman
Sorotzkin says a similar thing.) At the end of Parshas ‘nipina is the Parsha of >y, the
values of a person. In Halacha there are two ways of figuring out the “value” of a person.
What does “value” mean ? It means in regards to making D"Ta: you are going to donate to
the Beis HaMikdash a certain amount of money, how much? The value of this person. There
are two ways to figure out the value: there is street value and there is intrinsic value.
Depending on the terminology the person uses, whether he uses the 'y — the street value,
or the 7Y —the intrinsic value, will depend on what he has to pay. Street value? Go to the
slave market and see how much is this person worth? Is he strong, is he weak? Is it a man or
awoman? What could they do? Are they sick? Are they healthy? What is their age? That has
to do with street value. There are some people who have very little street value, while
others have a very high street value.

However, then there is the Parsha of |'>y — which is a set amount that the Torah gives
based on the age bracket that the person is in. Rav Moshe says this teaches us that every
person in Klal Yisrael has an intrinsic value. There is a certain madrega — he calls it nyiapn"
"DTX7 — every person has intrinsic chashivus; let no one say that we are not worth anything.
Yes, there is a street value, and the street value has a different way of being measured. But
the Torah tells us — there is the Parsha of |'>y: there is an intrinsic chashivus to every Jew.
There is an intrinsic madrega that every Jew is able to achieve. Every Jew, naturally, has the
ability to achieve that intrinsic chashivus and madrega that Hashem has given him.

But then the person's job is to shteig even more and to increase his chashivus over what his
baseline is, over his intrinsic chashivus , that is much easier for him to attain, because that is
who he is. Then the person has to push himself further, increase his chashivus in the eyes of
the Torah, through shteiging in Torah, learning Torah, doing mitzvos. Making that effort to
grow — that's how his chashivus is increased in the eyes of the Torah.

For us, erev Shavuos, this is the lesson that we need; the nnTyn in our first divrei chizuk.
Remember — &N NX INY — lift up your heads! Everyone of us has the potential to be great.
Everyone has a baseline intrinsic chashivus in the eyes of the Torah — madregos that every
Jew in Klal Yisrael has. Then, look up, shteig; go to the next madrega. Increase your
chashivus in the eyes of the Ribono Shel Olam; increase your chashivus in your own eyes.
Then you will be able to be nInn NX 72 — accept the Torah, learn the Torah, shteig in
Torah and bring NN NN to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
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T'02
Shalom Aleichem everyone.

We are continuing our divrei chizuk, focusing on the yontif of Shavuos and Kabalas HaTorah,
N2107 N7y Xan.

In Parshas Yisro, 1 7109 0' 719, the Pasuk says: "1'0 12T 1821 D'T'911 1WQ1" —and they
travelled from Refidim and they came to Midbar Sinai. Rashi quotes the Mechilta that asks:
this Pasuk seems to be superfluous — we already know they were in Refidim and we know
from the Pasuk before that they came to Midbar Sinai. Why is it necessary for the Pasuk to
repeat this information and tell us that they travelled from Refidim and came to Midbar
Sinai? The Mechilta answers, according to the way the Netziv quotes it: that just like they
came to Midbar Sinai "INN DX 7277'7 Nan 7y, in order to accept the Torah — so too they
traveled from Refidim n1Inin NX 72177 nan 7v. It wasn't only when they came to Midbar
Sinai that they had in mind that they are coming to accept the Torah — when they left
Refidim they had already had in mind, we are travelling towards Kabalas HaTorah. The Pasuk
therefore, connects the two: "1'0 127N 1X21 D*T'9N 1WQ'I". Both of those events — the
travelling and the coming, were with the same intention, the intention to accept the Torah.

But the Netziv is still bothered: why is it important to know this information? Why do we
need to know that they left Refidim, already with the intention of Kabalas HaTorah? Isn't it
enough that they come to Midbar Sinai ready to accept the Torah? The Netziv says: w* |xon"
"TINn%?'7 — from here we learn a very important thing, that when it comes to any 12T
NWITPAW, when it comes to anything that's holy — whether it's a person, who is going to
receive some Kedusha, or whether it's an object or an article that is going to be imbued with
Kedusha — the more n12n, the more preparation that's put into the person or the object, will
make it that when that Kedusha finally comes, it will have a greater effect on the person or
on the object. The Kedusha will be that much greater based on the preparation that the
person put into it. And the Netziv says — | have a proof to this: in Masechtah Bava Metziah
the Gemarah tells us: "N*'n '"wyn 0"7IM2" — how great are the actions of Rebbi Chiya, who
said that he would ensure, if necessary, that Torah should not be forgotten from Klal Yisrael.
How would he do it? He would plant flax, and from the flax he would then spin threads to
make nets. He would catch deer; he would shecht the deer. He would take the hides, turn
them into 9%y, into parchment by tanning them and then he would write on them nwmn
NN 'wnin. He would go to a city and teach five children — each one, one of the n'wnin.
Take another six children, teach each one of them one of the niwn MT0 NnW'w; and then
they would all teach each other. And in that way, Torah would not be forgotten from Kla/
Yisrael.

Asked the Netziv, and the Maharsha also asked the question — why did he need to go to such
lengths in order to write the n1IN 'wnin nw'nn on the 9757 — on the parchment? In order to
make a kosher Sefer Torah all you need to do is buy hides from the marketplace and do the
tanning Nnw"Y. Turn it into leather, into parchment — NnW'%. NN 190 NWITP DWY? — that's all
you have to do. Why would Rebbi Chiyah bother himself, not just to trap the animal and
shecht it for n1IN 190 NWITR, but go all the way back to the planting of the flax in order to
make the nets to trap the deer, to get the hides — to finally make the §7;7? Why did he have
to start all the way from the beginning?
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The answer is, says the Netziv, because these NN 'wnin nwmnn needed to have an effect
on these children. If he wanted these children to make sure the Torah wasn't forgotten from
Klal Yisrael, the Kedusha in that Sefer Torah had to be so strong that it had such a strong
effect on anyone who learns from that Sefer Torah, especially the children who would be
learning from it. Therefore he understood that if it is "n7'n' yowa nipi'Nn 272 71v9% IndA"
— if these Sifrey Torah, these Chumashim are going to have the power to effect the hearts of
these children in the greatest way possible — n1'n' yowa — with a great flow of Kedusha, he
had to start being w*Tjm — sanctifying, preparing for this Kedusha all the way from the
beginning. Not just from the tanning, which is |'T '9 7y, not just from the shechting — but all
the way back — not just from the trapping — all the way back to planting the flax with the
Kedusha that these are going to be used to make the nets. Make the nets with the Kedusha
that these are going to be used to trap the deer in order to get the hides — to finally make
those NN 'wnin nwmn. And in that way, when those children would learn from it, the
Kedusha they would receive would be n1'n* yoswa —an unbelievable flow.

Where did Rebbi Chiyah know this from? He learned it from our Pasuk, says the Netziv. Kla/
Yisrael wanted to get the full effect of Kabalas HaTorah — feel the full Kedusha of Kabalas
HaTorah. They knew they could just show up naImn NX 727 nan 2y, but if you want to get
the full Kedusha — they knew they had to leave from Refidim as they started their travels
towards Midbar Sinai, it was already with the preparation naImn nNx 727 nan 2y —in order
that they should be able to feel and be effected by the Kabalas HaTorah in the fullest force
that is possible; with the greatest Kedusha that is possible. Rebbi Chiyah learned it from our
Pasuk and that is what the Torah is teaching us.

This is what we are doing with our divrei chizuk as we prepare for Kabalas HaTorah: we are
starting to look forward to the yontif of Shavuos, Every yontif and every Kabalas HaTorah
needs a preparation to be able to feel the full force of the Kedusha. But | think that this year
Shavuos, we have to make sure that we stress the n1dn, the preparation. And | will explain
why. In other years, a person could say to himself — what am | doing over yontif? There are
Shiurim, | will find a chavrusa, there are learning programs — there are so many things to do
if you just show up in shul. You can show up for the program and you can still get the effect
of the yontif of Shavuos, the Limud HaTorah at night and the Limud HaTorah during the day.
However, this year, most of us will not be in shul the entire night of Shavuos. Many shuls will
not be opened and even those that are, will probably not have this type of situation because
of the Covid-19 virus. Therefore, it behooves every one of us to start preparing today. Think
about: what am | going to do over Shavuos? What am | going to learn over Shavuos? Find a
Masechta, find a Perek; what's my goal? Two blat, five blat. Am | going to learn a Parsha in
Chumash? Am | going to learn the Parshios of Kabalas HaTorah? Am | going to learn some
Prakim or a Navi? Whatever it is — a person has to be prepared — this year more than ever.
To be able to get the Kedusha of Kabalas HaTorah, to come to Kabalas HaTora properly, a
person has to make sure that they are prepared with a plan and a goal, what am | going to
get out of this yontif; what am | going to get from this Shavuos.

The same thing is for the women, who perhaps are not involved in Limud HaTorah in the
same way, but many women come to Shul for Duchening — for Birchas Kohanim, for Yizkor,
to hear Megilas Rus, to hear the nNaTN NYwy. And in most places, this is not going to be
feasible and they perhaps will also feel the lack of Kedushah of the yontif of Shavuos. They
also should make goals for themselves. It's the yahrzeit of David HaMelech — maybe have a
goal of how much Tehillim you are going to say, maybe have a goal of something that you
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will learn. Every one of us, for this year's Kabalas HaTorah has to make sure that we have a
goal.

We need to start preparing today, "D'1'91 101", if we want to get the full force of Kabalas
HaTorah. Every nWITPaw 12T needs a hachanah; [pW 23 this year — we all need to be
prepared with goals, with 0170, with ideas of what we are going to do in order to be
mekabel HaTorah with the greatest Kedushah possible.

Have a wonderful day. Kol tuv.
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T'02
Shalom aleichem everyone.
We are continuing our divrei chizuk focusing on Shavuos and Kabalas HaTorah.

| want to take a few moments today to discuss the celebration of Shavuos. It is |nn or
NNIN; it's the time that we received the Torah, we were given the Torah, Kabalas HaTorah.
But what actually happened on the yontif of Shavuos?

If you would extrapolate from children's pre-school projects, you would assume —and you
may want to ask your children this — that the Luchos were given to us on Shavuos, because
every Har Sinai project has Luchos at the top. But if you think about it for a moment, we all
know that we did not receive the Luchos on Shavuos —Moshe Rabenu had gone up to get
them after Matan Torah, and forty days later nd they were broken on Timna Ywy-nyaw; we
recieved the second Luchos on Yom Kippur. So whoever made that original project probably
meant to portray that the Aseres HaDibros we heard on Shavuos; and Aseres Hadibros were
on the Luchos, so that made it to the top of the Har Sinai project.

We heard the Aseres HaDibros, and according to some Meforshim n'71> nnmn ' is included
in Aseres HaDibros, on Shavuos and then Moshe Rabenu went up to get the rest of the
Torah.

So what exactly was Shavuos all about? The answer is one of the namxn NITIO". Truthfully,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu could have just given Moshe Rabenu the Torah; he could have gone up,
brought the Torah down and taught it to us. Yet Hashem felt it necessary to make an event
called "1'0 70 Tnyn": the event of standing at Har Sinai with the fire, with the n'jp2a1 niip
— with the thunder and the lightning; with the mountain shaking and smoking and us hearing
the Aseres HaDibros from HaKadosh Baruch Hu during this event. Why was that necessary?
Number one.

Number two — this must be a very important event because there is a Pasuk in the Torah
(-0 T 0MaT) that tells us: "TRN Y Y1 7 1N 71" — make sure you guard yourself
and your Nefesh "7'2'y 18] X DTN DX NRYA 9" — never forget the things you saw; 91"
"J%0 M’ 75 3229 1110! — and let them not be removed from your heart all of your life;
"2 1271 727 Doy TinI" —and tell it over to your children and your grandchildren; nit"
"171N3 'R N 119 DTy YK — the day that you stood at Har Sinai. 11'0 W0 Tayn is

something, the Torah says, we are not allowed to forget for a moment. We have to tell it to
our children and grandchildren.

The Ramban, in niynn 190 writes about this Mitzvah — "TINn n7IT2 N2 mapdNI"; it's a very
important thing, because — and the Rambam echoes this in n2nn 710’ — if we would have
heard the Torah just from Moshe Rabenu, who was a Navi; and even though he has proven
to us that he is a nnx X211 — however, if later on in history another Navi would come and he
would also perform miracles and he would tell us that now the Torah has changed,
according to the rules of Navi against Navi — we would listen to him. But since HaKadosh
Baruch Hu orchestrated something called '1'0 7n Tnyn, that we heard Hashem speaking to
Moshe Rabenu with our own ears, and we saw that HaKadosh Baruch Hu was giving us the
Torah — there is nothing that could change that, unless there is another event called Tnyn
11'0 . If someone else comes along and says: "l have a new Torah from Hashem", we know
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that he is lying — we know it is not true. "0%7iY"7 13! 72 DaI" — Hashem told Moshe Rabenu
—they will believe in your Torah forever! After | orchestrate this event called '1'0 "0 Tayn.

Says the Ramban that this is called: "nIMn Nk TIN'?". Learning about '1'0 10 Tnyn;
understanding '1'0 W0 TnYn; remembering '1'0 W0 Tayn is called — learning about Emunas
HaTorah — our belief in the emes of Torah. That is what '1'0 70 Tayn is. And that's why it is
from the namxn NITIO'. Hashem says, it is the foundation of everything; it's the security of
the entire Torah — that no one could come along and be ni7wi on ,w'ndn and tell us things
have changed.

That is why it is such an important Mitzvah for us to talk about, to think about, to remember
and tell it to our children and our grandchildren.

The Rambam, in j2'n N1a'X, where he is writing to the '1n'n Jews who were going through a
lot of tzaros, of people coming and telling them that they should Tw —they should change
their religion, claiming “things have changed.” And he writes j1T'n to them: we have to
remember '2'0 10 Tnyn, like HaKadosh Baruch Hu commanded us "Tmn Na17" —to
constantly remember it and never forget it. HaKadosh Baruch Hu said that we have to teach
our children, "My 7y 17Ta'w 12" — they have to grow up with this concept real to them.
Like the Pasuk says: "3'12 271 3727 DRYTINI".

The Rambam gives advice to the people from [ 1and he says: you should make gatherings,
you should make conventions — "nTyiI 7nj 1172 N90I" — gather people together and
describe what '2'0 70 Tnyn was all about; "NTNI IC7IMA" — its glory, its greatness; XInw"
"I"7y (12210 MIMKRNY Ty — this is the foundation that all Emunah revolves around. And this
this is the N'X to the Emes of Torah. He continues citing Psukim from n"'win 2'w describing
Klal Yisrael answering those who try to get them to stray from Torah. They tell them, “we
will only believe you, ni7wi on, if you bring us another '1'0 70 Tnyn — then we will know
Hashem has changed His mind, because we will hear it directly from Hashem.”

That's what Shavuos is really all about: Shavuos is the day of '2'0 10 Tnyn. It's the day when
not only do we learn about the Torah and talk about the Torah and accept the Torah. We
have to be 7Tnn ourselves in Emunas HaTorah in '1'0 10 Tnyn, that there is a special
Mitzvah never to forget it from our lives and to teach our children and our grandchildren:
"N 7778 N 197 RTAY YR DI

It's a day to learn about Matan Torah. It's a day to talk about Matan Torah. Not only did we
see HaKadosh Baruch Hu talk to Moshe Rabenu, the Ramchal writes that our Emunah was so
great — it became a part of our DNA. Because Hashem, by *1'0 1 Tyn, opened up all the
heavens and we were able to see with clarity Hashem's plan for the world, how He runs
everything. Emunah became engrained in Klal Yisrael through '1'0 "0 Tyn. It is the Yesod of
Torah, it's the Yesod of Emunah, it's the Yesod of everything. As the Rambam wrote,
everything revolves on '1'0 W0 Tnyn. And that's why we can never forget it.

I think we have to make an effort to learn about it and talk about it on Shavuos — especially
when we have been talking for the last number of weeks and months about Emunah. Pesach
was Emunah in the Ribono Shel Olam. '1'0 "0 Tyn brought the Emunah to an entirely
different level. We didn't have to believe Moshe Rabenu — we heard Hashem talk to Moshe
Rabenu. We saw with clarity that Hashem runs this world. It became a part of us. That's
what '2'0 "0 Tayn was all about. And therefore, that is what Shavuos is all about. It is about

10
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not only nYIMn TIN'™? — but it's "IN NamX — Emunah in the Ribono Shel Olam as the XA
n71y.

This fits so beautifully with our divrei chizuk throughout this whole period as we have been
saying that we have been going through a course of Emunah — Hashem is showing us once
again that He runs the world; He's the boss! And if that's true — and we know it's true — we
have to see the Amitus HaTorah and we have to trust HaKadosh Baruch Hu. We will dedicate
ourselves to that Torah that He has given to us, the Emes of Torah. That's what '1'0 70 Tnyn
taught us. That is something we can never forget and every single day we must remember it.
Shavuos is the time that we talk about it and we elaborate on this |2y — on this topic. But we
must remember it every single day of the year. That is what Shavuos is all about: learning
Emunas HaTorah; taking our Emunah in HaKadosh Baruch Hu and His Torah to the next level.

Have a wonderful day, Kol Tuv.

11
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T021

Shalom aleichem everyone.
We are continuing our divrei chizuk based on Shavuos and Kabalas HaTorah na10%7 n'7y xan.

| want to continue our discussion from yesterday when we talked about '1'0 70 Tyn. The
Gemara 1Y NO 9T D'NOS RNDON says that Rav Yosef, on the day of Shavuos would say:
prepare for me some choice meat to celebrate, because "xni' 'kin X7 'R" —if not for this day,
"D KPT" —that caused me to be Rav Yosef, Nj71wa XO'X qOI' nnd". There are many people
named Yosef and | would have been Yosef! | am only Rav Yosef because of the day of
Shavuos.

| want to share with you a thought from Reb Chatzkel Levinstein n212% nMOT1. This Dvar
Torah is very dear to me, because this is — | think — the last time that | spoke to 'an1 ", Rav
Shlomo Brevda n>12% n1NO1 in learning. Not the last time | spoke to him before he was
niftar, but the last time | spoke to him in learning. It was before Shavuos and he told me this
vort of Reb Chatzkel that he had just seen in the 210 NP7 VIR in 12 TNA. Reb Chatzkel was
his Rebbi and he was so excited to find a new vort (for him) by Reb Chatzkel. Reb Chatzkel
says as follows: that really, it’s almost an impossibility for a person to overcome his yan x'.
A person's Y 1¥'is a part of him, a part of his 'vaon axn — his natural situation, his natural
level. A person has to work very, very hard to be able to overcome that— because if you think
about it, if this is your default, if this is where you are always falling back on, you struggle to
move forward, you struggle to overcome it. But the minute you stop your struggle — you fall
right back to where you began; that is the nature of a person. So how is it, asks Reb
Chatzkel, that we have any chance of ever overcoming our y1in 1x* and growing in
shteiging?

Reb Chatzkel says, that is because Klal Yisrael's nix'xn, Klal Yisrael's essence — changed at
11'0 N TRy, At '1'0 W0 TAvn, when Klal Yisrael heard the Ribono Shel Olam say 'n DIx"
"Dnx 07X A7 N K7 LN, and the Medrash says that they were in such a panic and
a fright that their Neshamas left them; and then the Neshamas were returned to them. And
when the Neshama was returned to them — it was a new Klal Yisrael. It was a new person —a
person whose Neshama had seen "3'i77% 'n '2IX"; had experienced '1'0 10 Tnyn. That
Neshama went back into a person — | think they say bw2 Reb Baruch Ber — it was a
Torahdikeh Neshama that changed the essence of who Klal Yisrael is. And therefore, Klal
Yisrael was no longer people who their 'vavun axn — their default settings, their natural
situation —is Yy1n 1y, is the YN NId. KATTX — the opposite is true: Klal Yisrael's default is
that they want to do what is right, Klal Yisrael's default is Emunah, is Torah, is Mitzvos. The
YN X' sometimes gets the best of us, but if we could just bring ourselves back to who we
truly are — we are truly people who serve HaKadosh Baruch Hu with our a10n ¥,

That, says Reb Chatzkel, is what Reb Yosef was saying: it's true — Klal Yisrael had experience
Yetzias Mitzrayim; Klal Yisrael had experienced a Krias Yam Suf. Unbelievable experiences
and lesson of Emunah, but none of those were strong enough to change the nature of Klal
Yisrael. They made a bwin; they would help a person shteig. But not to be able to change the
person to be able to be free from his yan 1¥'. That only happened by '1'0 70 Tnyn, when
we experienced "'j77X "N "IX". As we said yesterday — when we heard Hashem speak to
Moshe Rabenu; when we saw the heavens open and everything about the N2 and the
Ribono Shel Olam was crystal clear — when that happened, the nix'xn, the essence of Klal
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Yisrael changed; we became entirely different people. We were free of the yan 1x' and of
NN X7 at that point. And even when they came back with the 7ay, we were still on our
default settings — the 'vaun axn of Klal Yisrael was a nwTh NX'M1], something new and that
is, the will —the [1x1 — to keep the Torah and do the Mitzvos; have Emunah in HaKadosh
Baruch Hu.

And that is why Reb Yosef said "xni' 'k X7 'X", if not for that day — he wasn't saying, 'if not
for us being 72j7n the Torah'; he wasn't saying there were other experiences of Emunah that
could inspire a person. But "NnI' 'K X7 'X" — it was the experiences of '1'0 W0 Tnyn that
gave me the N to not just be a Yosef in the shuk, a regular person in the market. Not a
Jewish person —a person in the market whose default is Y1, whose default is his yan x|
am of Klal Yisrael and that gives me the N to rise above the V7; to have my 210 X! be the
one who tells me what to do — because that's my true essence. Says Reb Chatzkel that every
time a person talks about '1'0 70 Tayn; every time a person remembers '2'0 W0 TAyn — he
is re-charging the 1'0 " Tnyn in his Neshama. And that will give him the ni> to fight his 1t
V1N that day — because that's who he truly is.

This is especially true when it comes to "kni' 'Xn" — that yontif of Shavuos — it's a time to
talk about Emunah. It's a time to talk about who Klal Yisrael are. It's a time to talk about how
we, Klal Yisrael, are filled in our DNA with Emunah, Torah and Mitzvos. That's who we are:
we are 110N NIX'¥N. Sometimes the v X' gets the best of us, but in essence, the default
settings of Klal Yisrael is Emunah, is Tovah. And on "xnI' 'Rn" of Shavuos — and every day we
remember '1'0 0N TnYn — we are re-charging that battery in our Neshama, to give us the nid
to fight the yan ¥ that day.

The Tur writes that when one recites the Bracha of nx 117 [n11 omyn 721 12 YN wR"
"INNIN every morning at Birchas HaTorah — that Bracha is the |IN>'T, the remembrance and
the praise to HaKadosh Baruch Hu from '2'0 7'n Tayn.

"Dmyn 701 1M naw" — He chose us; "UKRN JMn IMMIN X 17 N — Hashem made Tnyn
11'0 1N —that's where He gave us the Torah. That is how we remember '1'0 70 Tnyn every
single day of the year. And like Reb Chtzkel is saying, if we just think about "112 N2 YwX" -
we will be charging up our Neshama; we will be invigorating ourselves with '2'0 "0 Tayn
which will give us the power to fight the yan 1¥! of the day; to learn Hashem's Torah; to
have Emunah in situations that we find ourselves. That's what '1'0 70 Tyn does for Klal
Yisrael. That's what Shavuos does for Klal Yisrael. That's what Birchas HaTorah — N2 Y"WRX"
"INNIN DX 17 Na omyn o0 12 - does for Klal Yisrael. '1*0 W0 Tnyn, like we said yesterday,
is from niamxN NITIO! that keep Klal Yisrael growing and close to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

Let's take advantage of "xni* 'kn"; let's be TNn in what '2'0 70 Tnyn is about. Let's learn
about it, talk about it, experience it. It will give us the N to be the best that we could be.

Have a wonderful day, kol tuv.
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T'02
Shalom aleichem everyone.
We are continuing our divrei chizuk as we approach the yontif of Shavuos, naI10%7 11"7y xan.

It's Erev Shabbos Kodesh, Parshas BaMidbar, and as we mentioned earlier this week —
Parshas BaMidbar always precedes Shavuos — most often the Shabbos right before Shavuos.
And many of the Mefarshim make a connection between the Parsha and the Yontif of
Shavuos.

| want to share with you a beautiful vort on Kabalas HaTorah, from Rabbi Yosef Nechemia
Kornitzer n>12% n1NoT, Rav of Krakow, double great-grandson of the Chassam Sofer, ImiT
127V |an. And | want to apply it to Parashas BaMidbar.

When Klal Yisrael camped in front of Har Sinai, " 131 7' oY |n°1"; Rashi brings the
famous Chazal: "|n1" is in a singular expression — "TNX 272 TNX W'Rd" — Klal Yisrael was
camped united as one. Rashi continues: "NINn 7> WX 7aX"- but all the other camping
"NI7nnal ninivan" - there were divisions, there were schisms in Klal Yisrael. And the
guestion that Rav Yosef Nechemia is bothered by is Klal Yisrael now came to 1'0 "0 Tnyn —
to this unbelievable event, on such a high naxm —"TNX 272 TNX W'NO"; why is it necessary
to stress the fact that all the other times that they were camping and travelling it was with
divisions, it was with machlokes. Just highlight the fact that today they were 172 TR w'xd"
"TNN?

If we look at Parshas BaMidbar, it is the Parsha that describes the way Klal Yisrael travelled
and camped in the Midbar. "i27 1y U'X" — every Shevet had a flag. Rashi says that the flag
had a distinct color, based on the color of the stone of that Shevet on the |win that Aharon
HaKohen wore. "NINIXI" — and symbols. The Eben Ezra and the Ramban both say that each
Shevet had a unique symbol: Yehuda had an X, Reuven had a picture of a person — every
Shevet was unique. Every Shevet was different, because every Shevet has its strengths, has
its NI7yn, and has its NINI — unique to that Shevet. Yaakov Avinu — when he gave the
Brachos to the Shvatim, highlighted the strengths of each Shevet and gave them a Bracha
that they should be able to be successful in serving HaKadosh Baruch Hu with their
strengths. Every Shevet in Klal Yisrael is able to serve HaKadosh Baruch Hu in the derech that
talks to them; in the derech that is their n'7yn — as long as — and the Pasuk continues — Taan"
"0 TVin 70KY 210 — as long as everybody is facing the Ohel Moed. As long as everybody
has this D'aw DwY naid towards the Mishkan, towards the Torah, towards the n1'Dw —then
you can have a different flag, with a different symbol on it. Twelve b in Shamayim for
the Avodas Hashem of each Shevet as it enters to the Ribono Shel Olam through its unique
pathway and unique gate.

That is the lesson of Parshas BaMidbar: we are different! There are divisions in Klal Yisrael.
But that’s our n'7yn. The Moshol is to an orchestra: if you have an orchestra that has only
one instrument, playing the same notes — you don't have beautiful music being played. But if
you have all different types of instruments, playing all different types of notes, in all
different types of keys, and all different ways and they blend together in harmony to make a
beautiful sound — that's Shalom. That's Achdus. Shalom means harmony, it means every
person contributing to this big nation called Klal Yisrael who is singing with their Avodas
Hashem to HaKadosh Baruch Hu. That's the campings of Klal Yisrael; those are the n'7aT,
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those are the NINIX. Those are the different colors of the stones on the Choshen: every
Shevet is unique.

Says Reb Yosef Nechemia — that is gadlus of Klal Yisrael: the gadlus is that we are in n1'7nn,
not in the traditional sense of the word, that we are fighting with each other and we are
arguing with each other. Rather, there are divisions in Klal Yisrael, because just like each
Shevet has its own 17nn, many people have their own 77nn. There are "nia7on" — he says,
"niniw ninoI" - all different types of groups, "Dn'MiI9pwnl 0NNV T '97" — according to the
way their nyTis, according to their Hashkafa. "X1n 212'n N1 TN'S NnXal" — says Reb Yosef
Nechemia — this type of division is actually a 21a'n, it is actually connecting, it is actually
unity; "D'21V'7 NN DN? NXIN" — that's good for Klal Yisrael and it's good for the world. 7y 0"
"1 NX ' X¥N' D 'T'—each one of them is able to serve HaKadosh Baruch Hu in his way,
and each one is 7TNn the other one, because everyone has one goal: Tvin 7nIX? Tan — they
are looking towards the Ohel Moed.

Says Reb Yosef Nechemia: how do you know when Klal Yisrael is united properly? How do
you know when these divisions are actually a connection, a harmony for HaKadosh Baruch
Hu? It’s when it comes to the namXn NITIOY, when it comes to the NYIMN NITIO' — we are all
on the same page, we are all standing there together. When it comes to 1'0 20 Tayn: 04"
"0 T2) KW' DY — everything falls to the wayside when it comes to Kabalas HaTorah;
when it comes to '1'0 0 Tnyn. Because that is the [1I5'Nn N2 - that's what holds us
together as one, as we go off on our different paths, we remain connected by the fact that
we are united by the nITIO' and the foundations of Yahadus, Torah and Emunah.

Says Reb Yosef Nechemia: " 121 7x1w' oY |n*1" — that's a n'7yn of Klal Yisrael, that we
were united "TNX 272 TNX W'RD" when we stood by Har Sinai. Says Rashi, 75 TRw 72"
"Npi7nnal ninivan2a ninnn - but all of the other campings were with divisions. That not a
[no'n! That's part of the n'7un. It is not a n'7yn when people who do everything together
continue to do everything together. It's a n'7yn when people do things differently; but when
something's important — they come together. The fact that in every other camping there
were divisions, there were 0*72T — there were "DNax N7 NNX" — every family, every
Shevet was unique. Then, when they came "0 T2) 7xw' oy 01" — that was a n'7yn; that
showed that all those divisions were not really njpi7nn but were actually N1a'n, we were
actually connected to each other "TnX 272 TNX W'D,

That's something that is such an important lesson as we approach the yontif of Shavuos,
"TNAX 272 TNX W'RD". As we have lived through this Corona virus situation. As states and
countries are re-opening, we were so united when it came to Torah, when it came to
Avodah, to Gmilus Chasadim. We were all in this together! There were no nimiyvni nip17nn;
Klal Yisrael united together in so many unbelievable ways throughout this situation. And
now, as we all go back to our shuls, and we go back to our places — we go back to our
NIpI7Nn. We have to remember this. We have to remember that the only way that going
back to our unique ways of serving Hashem is a n'7un — is if we remember how we united
when things were important, when things were dangerous. When Klal Yisrael was in a n100
we were all in the same boat, davening and learning in our own homes. Everything fell away
—we were "TNX 272 TNX WU'RD". Let's remember that as we go back to sort of "normal" life.
As we approach the yontif of Shavuos let us not lose that Achdus! It is not a N1'No to Achdus
that we have our own 77nn. We each have our own unique way — N2 NnNK2Q 727 7y WR"
"DNAK. But let's remember the "0 T2) "' oY |071"; and that will bring such a harmony
and a NN NN to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
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127y Di7Y NWY! XD 1'0i02 DI7Y nwiv" — we should be zocheh — "7xw! iy nx 71200
Di'7ea" - that we should all live DI'7w2a together; accept the Torah together Di'7wa and
be'Ezras Hashem we will unite as we come and meet 1277 N'wn — [AX ,12'2'2 NINN2.
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T'02
Shalom aleichem everyone.

A gutte voch, and a gutten Chodesh — 2107 "7y Xan [II'0 WTIN WX, This is the day that is
described in the Torah: "D"Myn yIxn 781! 12 NRYY Wi'7win WTNA" - in the third month
from when Klal Yisrael went out of Mitzrayim, which is [Ir'o wTIn. "1'0 12N 182 N0 D" -
on this day they came to Midbar Sinai, says Rashi— 110 'R ,wTIN WX Klal Yisrael came to
Midbar Sinai. This was such an exciting day — it was a day that Klal Yisrael had been waiting
for since they left Mitzrayim. This is a day the world had been waiting for since Creation —
the world had been waiting for the day when Klal Yisrael was going to accept the Torah. The
Ramban and other Meforshim point out that this is why the Torah begins this Perek — 19
0" in Parshas Yisro, with: 1270 182 DTN Di'2 DY¥N YIXA 7KW 12 NIRYY 'Wi'ein UTha"
"1310 — that they came to Midbar Sinai. In the next Pasuk it says that they traveled from
Refidim and they came to Midbar Sinai. And everyone asks, the second Pasuk should have
been first: "11'0 712N 182 D'T'9N 1WQ'L". Why does the Torah in Pasuk 'X say they came to
Midbar Sinai and then in Pasuk 'a tell you where they travelled from? The Meforshim
explain, it is because this was such an exciting day that everyone had been waiting for — the
news was, so to speak, being broadcasted: "they came! Klal Yisrael has come!" 1xa nTn D"
"1'0 12N —they are here! After they are here, we can all — so to speak — calm our emotions
down, we can then say — okay, where did they come from? They came from Refidim and
they came to Midbar Sinai. But it was this exciting news, the headlines — Klal Yisrael has
come to Midbar Sinai.

Rashi points out further, "nTn Di*a" — it should have said, XInn DIa - on that day. nrra inn"
"nTn — what is on this day? "inna o0 17'80 7Y 0'wTHh DM MAT A" — Divrei Torah have
to always be brand new, as if it's "nTn Di"a" — today the Torah was given; "nTn Di*a" — today
we came to Midbar Sinai. Everything has to be fresh when it comes to Torah: Dirn! It is as if
it happened today.

And if we think about Matan Torah, we will find a very interesting thing: Matan Torah, Tnyn
11'0 0, is described over and over again in the Torah with the wx — the fire."¥ixa ya "
—the mountain was burning with fire. It was smoking like a |w2), over and over. HaKadosh
Baruch Hu spoke to us WX nian'm. Numerous Psukim describe the intense fire, which is the
intensity of '1'0 Tayn. And yet, when it comes to the Yontif of Shavuos, what is it that we
use, so to speak, as a prop to celebrate Matan Torah? Do we have thunder and lightning in
our shuls? Do we have raging fires in our shuls? Do we have the blowing of the 19I1¥ to
describe the intensity and portray the intensity of '1'0 70 Tnyn and Matan Torah? We have
none of that. The anm in Klal Yisrael is to put flowers in the Beis HaKnesses, to put flowers in
our shuls. What are those flowers? Those flowers represent the beautiful Har Sinagi that was
in a midbar but was transformed into a beautiful mountain, full of grass and flowers and
trees — it was the most beautiful thing to look at! That's what Har Sinai became when the
Torah was given on it. And that is how Klal Yisrael portrays, in our Batei Midrash and our
Batei Knessiyos, '1'0 10 Tayn. Why is that? Why is it that we choose to stress the flowers,
although the Torah clearly stresses the intensity of the wx?

I think that the answer is a lesson for every one of us: the WX represents the niTT1, the
NIN7NN - the intensity that exists in Torah. However, all of that WX has to be a result of the
beauty of Torah, of the flowers of Torah, of the beautiful Har Sinai. When we are able to
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focus on the beauty of Torah, that will help a person learn Torah niT112, do the Mitzvos
NITTA and NIAN7NNA. When you are able to recognize how beautiful it is — all you want to
do is to chap arein more; is to learn with more geshmack, to learn with more nian7nn. To
do your Chesed with an excitement — niixn? om T7n 0'17. The intensity cannot be a
burden; the intensity cannot be something heavy. It has to be a result of the beautiful Har
Sinai, of the beautiful flowers that exist in Klal Yisrael. And that is why when we come to a
Shavuos and we want to highlight what is it that we need to look at — what is the first thing
that we have to remember in our mind? It is not the Shofar, and it is not the wX and is not
the ni71j7 and the D712 and the smoke and the shaking mountain that Klal Yisrael were so
scared of. That is not what we use to be "Ivnn ourselves; it is not we use to dedicate
ourselves to Torah. We come to a Beis Midrash, to a Beis HaKnesses, to a home — and there
are beautiful flowers. It is the beauty of the Torah that we have to focus on. If you are able
to experience that beauty and that geshmack — the Shofar and the wx and the nirt and
the nian7nin and the n'7na1 i1 — will follow in a healthy way, because it is a result of the
beauty.

That is why, although it would seem to be contradictory — the flowers with the fire — they
actually complement each other. The fire is a result and an outgrowth of the beauty of
Torah. And that is what we focus on when we learn this Rashi: "7y D'wTn nIm NaT MY
"InM1 nI'n 17'XD — every day Torah has to be brand new, with an excitement, with a nian7nn.
But it has to be with the recognition of the beauty of Torah. Every day we should look for
ways that we should be able to see how beautiful Torah is; how geshmack a life of Torah is.
How it is so full of purpose, how it is so full of value. If we are able to highlight the beauty of
the Torah — then our 'n NIV will be with an excitement — as if this is the first day that it
was given. The most beautiful thing in the world — we will just run to dedicate ourselves to
NIINN TN, to serving HaKdosh Baruch Hu, to performing His Mitzvos — to being the best
possible Yid that we could be, every one of us.

If we are able to see that beauty — that is how we will be 72 the Torah every single day.
"NTN D" —this is the day — |1I'0 'X. This day —it’s not in the past, it is happening today!
"13'0 727N 1N2 T D"

Let's see that beautiful Torah! Let's highlight that beautiful Torah! Let’s live that beautiful
Torah! And BeEzras Hashem we should be NIt to a beautiful nnimn n7ap.

Have a wonderful day. Kol tuv.
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T'02
Shalom aleichem everyone.
We are continuing our divrei chizuk.

Today is [II'0 "2 and in Halacha this day is referred to as 'onin nI''. The special day — a day
that has Yichus to it. what is so special about this day? There are different explanations for
that title, one of them being that today, |II'0 1 is the day that Klal Yisrael said "vnwil nwya".
In Parshas Yisro Moshe Rabenu went up to Har Sinai on the second day of Sivan, says Rashi,
and Hashem told him — this is what you should tell Bnei Yisrael. He came back and related all
the words that Hashem told him, and Klal Yisrael answered: "nigyl 'n 12T Wy " -
whatever HaKadosh Baruch Hu says, Klal Yisrael will do. The famous words of "vnwal nwya".

| want to focus on something that HaKadosh Baruch Hu told us on that day: "7 1'nn nnx|"
"YiTy 'ial 010 NN — you will be for me a kingdom of Kohanim — Rashi says: D,
princes, leaders. "yiTy 'ia]". What does this mean, to be a "D nY'mn"?

| want to share with you a story that happened with the first Sadiger Rebbe, Reb Avraham
Yaakov n212"%7 nNdT. He was a Rav, a Rebbe in Russia and at that time there was a lot of
religious persecution. And yet, he continued to teach Torah D'a12; he continued to have his
Chassidim and have them learning Torah, doing Mitzvos. In fact, he was arrested and jailed
for this terrible crime of teaching Torah to Klal Yisrael. While he was in jail, waiting for his
sentence and his final verdict, his son was supposed to be married. The Chassidim were
hoping they would at least allow the Rebbe out to attend a part of his son's wedding. But of
course, they |91x DIwa did not want him to participate. The Chassidim were very upset, and
they figured out a way they could maybe bribe a guard to let the Rebbe out just for a short
amount of time, and then they would get him right back in and no one would know the
better. The word spread like wildfire that the Rebbe was going to come out of jail for part of
the wedding and eventually the government and the police heard about it themselves. And
now that the Rebbe was caught and trying to attempt to escape — the verdict was very clear:
he would have to be put to death. The Chasidim were, of course, beside themselves and
they said: we have to figure out a way to get him out of jail and out of the country. They
went to a certain high-ranking officer who they had dealt with before and they were able to
bribe. They told him the story and he asked: "what am | able to do for you?" They said, "it's
very simple. The main problem we have is not getting the Rebbe out of jail — we will bribe
the guards. The problem is getting him over the border. They will check his passport; they
are going to know who he is, and they are not going to let him go." The officer said, "so what
do you want from me?" "Very simple. We want you to go ahead of us to the border and
when you see the Rebbe's carriage coming, you should go into the border control hut and
tell whoever is there that this is a very high-ranking official and you need to be the one to
actually check the passport and stamp it and let him through. Then you will just let the
Rebbe out." He agreed. He got up in the middle of the night, took his wife with him and went
to the border. When the Rebbe's carriage came he told the border guard that he has to go
out and he will take care of this VIP customer. His wife didn't know what was going on —she
didn't understand what was happening. And she peered into the vehicle that was carrying
the Rebbe as her husband was stamping the passport. She turned to him and said: "this is
the big Rabbi of the Jews!" her husband, the officer asked her: "how do you know this?"
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It's interesting to hear how he asked the question. Have you ever noticed the way priests
walk around? They walk around holding a Bible. How do you know if someone is a man of
religion? He is holding a Bible. So, he turns to his wife and says: "l don't understand. How do
you know this is a Jewish Rabbi? He is not holding a Bible. How do you know who he is? How
do you know what identifies him?" She turned to her husband incredulously and said: "he
needs to hold a Bible? He is the Bible himself! Can't you see on his face? He is the Bible
himself — he doesn't have to hold it to demonstrate who he is!"

N'NUT XNY'02 they were able to go over the border and they were no longer in danger. At
that point the Rebbe started crying and he said: "now | understand the Pasuk in the Torah."
When it comes to the Jewish king it says that he has to write a Sefer Torah; "iny nn'1" -
and that Sefer Torah will be with him, "ia XJ71" and he will read it, "I"n m' 72". So, the
Rebbe says: "nn'nl" is Naj71 (1w — describing the Sefer Torah in the female expression.
Then it says: "ia X71" — which is 107 1WY. If he is reading the Sefer Torah it should say x1"
"na— he should read in it, not he should read "12", in it 10T IW"7. So, the Rebbe says, now |
understand. A Jewish king is not a regular person. A Jewish king has to be above and beyond,
spiritually, any person in Klal Yisrael. Therefore, the Torah commands him and says that he
must write a Sefer Torah "iny nn'AI". It's not enough that he writes the Sefer Torah; it's not
enough that he carries the Sefer Torah — rather, the Sefer Torah has to become a part of
him: "iny nn'1" — it has to be with him, "ia X771" — so that you could read in him —in the
king! You are able to see the Torah when you look at the king, when you look at his actions,
when you look at his mannerisms, when you look at his face — all you see is Torah and
Kedusha, and Mitzvos. "iny nn'nl"- let that Torah become a part of him. Not that he is going
to hold it, like — 772N — the priests hold their Bibles. "iny nn'n1" — that Torah that he holds
becomes a part of him and from then on —"ia X171", any one would be able to look at the
king and be able to see the Torah itself.

That's what it means to be a "¥iTy 'ia] 010> NY'AN" —that's N7 in Klal Yisrael. When we
are 0'2'n, when we are royalty, that means to say it's not something external —it's internal.
The way we conduct ourselves, the way we act; the way we are in public, the way we are in
private — it is not a show. It is the essence of Klal Yisrael. We are "¥iTy 'ia] 010> n'mn".
And that is what the Ribono Shel Olam was telling Klal Yisrael: if you accept my Torah, you
are going to become 0''7n; you will become DN Nd'mn. It is not just going to be a show —
something external. It is going to be "ia X11" —the Torah is going to change you. Klal Yisrael
has to act in a Torahdikeh way, we have to make sure that the Torah is a |7 — it is
something we acquire as part of who we are. It changes us; it's a way for us to be elevated
and become better people. That is a "iTj7 *ial 010> N)'nn".

And today, on the onI'nin o' —this is what HaKadosh Baruch Hu told us: you, by accepting
the Torah will be a "iTj 'ia] D103 NR'IN". Let's think about that. Let's think about the
Torah having an effect on us. Let's think about — when we act, are we acting in a way that
people are going to look at us and say, "ia X)j71"? That is how a Jew acts. That is how we are
DY DY UTpm.

We should be ndIT to be able to shteig and live up to this title of "wiTj 'ia) D103 N'mn".

Have a wonderful day. Kol tuv.
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T'02
Shalom aleichem everyone.

We are continuing our divrei chizuk. Today is |I'0 '3, the first of the n'72an ' nwi?w, when
Klal Yisrael prepared for '1'0 7n Tnyn. We look at the Psukim that tell how Moshe Rabenu
came to Klal Yisrael and told them everything that Hashem commanded, and they answered
"Nyl "N QT N 79" says the Pasuk: "'n 7 Dy NAT DX nwin avl". Says Rashi: DA
w7y Dir XInw Nnnn" — which is today, [11'0 'A. Moshe Rabenu went back and told
HaKadosh Baruch Hu that Klal Yisrael said, "we accept".

"nun 7x 'n 1" — Hashem told Moshe, "jayin [va 78 X2 DIx man" — 1 am going to come
in a cloud and Klal Yisrael is going to hear that | speak with you, "D%ivY7 12mx' 32 Da)" —and
that way they will believe in you forever. "'n 7% nyn "N [7T NX Nyl 131" — and Moshe told
the words of the Nation to HaKadosh Baruch Hu. The question the Meforshim ask is, what is
"nyin T21"? It already said "Dyn N2T NX NYn 2" - he already told HaKadosh Baruch Hu
the answer that we accept. So why in the next Pasuk does it say that Moshe told Hashem
the words of the Nation?

In the next Pasuk, Hashem continues: "n¥in 78 'n 1N1", go to the Nation — ni'n DRYTRI"
"Dl 10221 W0, they need to be prepared today and tomorrow and on the third day
Hashem is going to come and speak to them on Har Sinai. Chazal tell us that Moshe added
another day on — and that is the n'22ann ' nwi7w.

The Inm' MaT, of Rav Chaim Yermiyahu Flansberg n212"7 nna7, in his sefer on Chumash —
he was a Talmid of the Netziv of Volozhin — says a beautiful vort: when Klal Yisrael answered,
the Pasuk says, "ITn: nyn 72 1y*1" — with this word 17! — in unison, Klal Yisrael is described
as answering the Kadosh Baruch Hu nian'nnal wata, with excitement, with hislahavus,
everybody was able to answer TnX 7I72. The Orach Chaim HaKadosh speaks in length how
Klal Yisrael was full of fire, in love with HaKadosh Baruch Hu and it was TNX 272 TAX W'D —
they were united as one and they answered as one. "ITn! Dyn 72 1y*1" — they answered as
one.

However, when Moshe Rabenu was "Dy N2T NX nvin 2" — Moshe Rabenu told
HaKadosh Baruch Hu what Klal Yisrael said, but he did not explain to HaKadosh Baruch Hu
how Klal Yisrael said it. You could read a letter and just read the words, or you could read a
letter with the emotion of the person who wrote it —it’s a different letter. So HaKadosh
Baruch Hu said to Moshe, okay — Klal Yisrael is ready? No problem! 2ya 3%x X2 ix nan"
"y — we are going to have a Matan Torah; | am going to come to you in a thick cloud that
is going to separate me and Klal Yisrael, but | will speak to you and they will hear me
speaking to you. And that will accomplish — "0'7i¥'7 17! 72 Da]". At that point Moshe
Rabenu said — one second: "'n 7% Dyn N2T NX nYn Ta'1" — he related the words. Hashem
knew the actual words, but now Moshe Rabenu described how Klal Yisrael said it: they said
it with wan, with feeling, with hislahavus — TR 272 TNX W'RD. Which is what Rashi tells us
that Klal Yisrael said: "112'm nX NIk17 m1x1" — we don't want to hear Hakadosh Baruch Hu
talking, we want to see HaKadosh Baruch Hu! We want Hashem to speak to us — just like he
speaks to Moshe Rabenu. It's not enough that we should hear Him speaking to Moshe, we
want Him to speak to us.

That was part of the emotion that Klal Yisrael had put into the word: "nwya". So, Moshe
Rabenu "' 7x Dyn MAT NX nYin 131" — when he heard Hashem say it's going to be ava
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[2Vn), Moshe Rabenu said, Ribono Shel Olam let me say again what Klal Yisrael said. They said
it with zrizus, with hislahavus, with a regesh of Kodesh, because "112''n NX niIx17 nax".
HaKadosh Baruch Hu then says: If they want me to speak to them, then they have to go
through a preparation period. "1nn1 Di'D DAYTjRI DYD 78 77" — they need to prepare
themselves, "Dn'7nw 102))" — they have to be 1nvun themselves and be [ themselves.
They are not just going to hear me — | am going to talk to them D19 '7x D19, face to face.
That needs a time of preparation.

Moshe Rabenu went to Klal Yisrael and said, we are going to have a '2'0 70 Tnyn, where
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is going to speak to you n9 7X n9; and you have to be prepared.
Prepare for three days — that's the n'72an m' nuiw.

Says the Divrei Yirmiyahu, there are two very important NiTIO" here: number one, Klal Yisrael
was zoche to '1'0 70 Tyn — the event that we've talked about so much — that was on a
higher level perhaps than Hashem had originally planned. A higher level than HaKadosh
Baruch Hu had originally told Moshe Rabenu that He is going to create. Why were they zoche
to that? Not because of their answer, but how they answered: they answered with an
excitement, with a yearning and a desire. Says the Divrei Yirmiyahu: that's a lesson for Klal
Yisrael for generations. Two people could do the exact same Mitzvah, and in their actions
the Mitzvah is the same. But the Mitzvos are going to be worlds apart, because one of them
just did it very cold heartedly, very matter of factly; and the other person did the Mitzvah
with regesh, with excitement, with a nnixy naid — with great intent. 'va x2™ XN —
Hashem wants a person's heart. "TIxn ' TIn"? XInI", says the Divrei Yirmiyahu, this is such
a precious lesson — "nNIMN NNIX nTN'7W", that the Torah taught us DmINon D'PI091"
"n7RN — in these Psukim, which at first glance seem very hard to understand.

The second lesson, says the Divrei Yirmiyahu, is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to them: 7"
"nni Di'D DRYIRICDYD 7% — HaKadosh Baruch Hu said yes, regesh is something
unbelievable. Feeling and emotion are what caused them to be zoche that they should be
the n'~m11 themselves — Hashem should speak to them 019 7x n19. However, feeling alone
is not what gets a person to levels of Kedusha and Tehara. It's not enough to have feeling
and excitement in order to have n1Dwn NXYWN — we need the actions as well; you need the
nwyn as well. You need to actively be wTjm yourself. Prepare yourself, get yourself ready.
Excitement and yearning is a wonderful n'7un, but if there is no action involved, that's not
going to bring n1wn NXWN. And that is the second lesson. Of course, 'va X127 Xann -
Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants the 2%7; Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants that a person should have
nnip and great intentions, but only when he actually does the Mitzvah as well. It is not
enough to be a Jew at heart — it is a wonderful n'7yn, but a person has to be a Jew in action
as well. And a Jew in action is also not enough — you have to be a Jew at heart. Both sides of
the coin are necessary and both sides were taught to us here, in Matan Torah. We were
zoche to Kabalas HaTorah because of the regesh, the 'va Xa'7 Xan; and we were zoche
because of "nn1 Di*n DRYTRI" — because of the actions that we did to prepare ourselves.

As we come to Kabalas HaTorah, as we come to remember '2'0 10 Tnyn — these are the two
important lessons that we are being taught: do the Mitzvos, perform the Mitzvos, have
regesh, have excitement, have kavonah. Prepare for the Mitzvah, learn about the Mitzvah —
that's the only way a person would be able to fully perform Mitzvos and bring Nxwin
N1DWN to himself and to Klal Yisrael. These are the beautiful lesson the Divrei Yirmiyahu has
taught us in regard to '1'0 W0 TnynN.

Have a wonderful day. Kol tuv.
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T'02
Shalom aleichem everyone.
We are continuing our divrei chizuk as we approach the Yomtov of Shavuos.

| want to share with you a story that happened during the Holocaust, in Auschwitz, in the
barracks where they had what they called 'bunk beds'. | had the opportunity to visit — visit is
the wrong word, but — to be in Auschwitz a few years ago and see this DIjm that was D11'Na
on this earth. It was also a DIn of Wiz NNTX, of such NWIT)? — you could feel the nwITR
there. Something that | never felt before and | haven’t felt since.

And you see those barracks,— the bunk beds, where people were piled up like pyramids,
trying to sleep; to stay a little bit warm in the freezing cold of the Polish winters. At the
bottom of one of these pyramids there were a few Yidden and one turns to the other — he
couldn't turn — but said to the other: "l have a deal | want to make with you". "A deal? As we
are piled here trying to sleep?" He says, "yes. | need a chavrusa. | know one Masechta in
Shas N9 11, Masechta Beitzah. And we don't have Gemaros here, obviously, so every day |
learn one Daf n® 71 to review the Masechta. As | am laying down to rest — | review it in my
mind". "What does this have to do with me?" said his neighbor. He said, "if we are together,
maybe we should learn it b’chavrusa. | will say it n® 2va and you will listen". And they did.
These two people learned Masechta Beitzah in the bunk beds of Auschwitz; in the Gehenom
of the Holocaust.

From where does Klal Yisrael get the koichos to be able to learn Hashem's Torah under all
circumstances, in the Galus that we are in. The Galus of the Crusades, of 0"niI n"n, of the
Spanish Inquisition, of the Cossacks, of the Holocaust. Where does Klal Yisrael get that
Koyach?

The answer is: "0 N'ANNA 12¥N*1" — and they stood under the mountain; Chazal tall us,
"N N DNV N92" — HaKadosh Baruch Hu picked up Har Sinai and He placed it over Klal
Yisrael like a gigis, like a barrel, like a vat. And He said: "20m namn nx 072270 onX X" - If
you accept the Torah — good. "IX? DXI" — and if not, "DdNNIA? XN Dw" — over there will be
your burial place. What does it mean "Ddn1aj Xnn ow"? It should have said: Xnn no"
"Ddnay?! Hashem would drop the mountain on them! Why does it say "Donaiapg xnn ow"
—over there will be your burial place?

The answer, the Meforshim say, is that as Klal Yisrael was standing under that barrel, under
Har Sinai and they were in mortal danger, Hashem showed them a video screen, and in that
video they saw each one of their lives — and not only the Klal Yisrael that was standing there
— but every Neshama in Klal Yisrael that will ever be born and even Gerim, were there under
the mountain. And every Neshama saw every situation in their lives — they saw all the
hardships; they saw all of the Galus; they saw the 0"NI N"N; they saw the Crusades — they
saw it all. And HaKadosh Baruch Hu said to them: "do you think it is humanly possible for
people to be able to survive such horrors and such tzaros? Do you think it's possible? DxX"
"20IM NINN X 0'72pn DNKX - if you will be mekabel the Torah, 20N — it will be good. It
means to say that you will have the koiches to be able to survive a Galus; you will have the
koiches to be able to survive the challenges of your lives — no matter how horrible they may
be. "Ix'7 DXI" — but if you don't accept the Torah, "DdN11a7 XN DW" — Hashem pointed to
each person's video screen and said: see that situation? That will bury you if you don't have
a Torah. See that situation? That, over there, you will be buried, if you are not Mekabel es
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HaTorah. HaKadosh Baruch Hu told Klal Yisrael that the only way you are going to be able to
weather anything in life — "nnImn NX 0’7270 DNX DX

Every person in Klal Yisrael saw that clearly. And when they accepted the Torah — they
accepted the Torah knowing the hardships that were going to come to them in life, and they
accepted the Torah — not withstanding those hardships; they accepted the Torah knowing
that the only way they will survive through life is with this Torah. And the Torah is what gave
them the Koichos to survive through every situation in Galus that Klal Yisrael has been in.
even in a freezing Auschwitz, in what they called a bunk bed, piled up under a pyramid of
people, two chavrusos could learn Masechta Beitzah, Daf after Daf, day after day. Why?
Because their Neshamas had seen that and their Neshamas had been mekabel the Torah
knowing that they are going to be in that situation. And in fact, the Torah itself is what gave
them the koichos to be able to survive through those horrors.

"DONNIQ7 XNN OV IX7 OXI 201N NMINN DX 07221 ONX OXR" — every person in Klal Yisrael
saw it, accepted it and that's how we are able to be a Klal Yisrael, to get through the
challenges the Ribono Shel Olam sends us. We don't run away from the Torah — we run
towards the Torah. "20In NMINN NX D™72n DNX DX" — it will be good for you, you will
survive the situations.

This is what the Yontif of Shavuos is about. On the Yontif of Shavuos, Klal Yisrael received the
koyach to learn Torah and to perform the Mitzvos of the Torah in every and in any situation.
On Shavuos we draw koichos to be able to follow Hashem and learn His Torah, no matter
what comes to us during the year. This is when we re-charge our batteries; this is when we
charge-up our Neshamas. Give ourselves the koyach to face the world, to face our lives with
its challenges, fortified with the greatest weapon: the weapon that gives us the ability to
survive and thrive and grow, no matter what is coming our way — and that is the Torah
HaKedosha.

That is what Shavuos is all about. Shavuos is the time when we daven to the Ribono Shel
Olam: give us the koyach to serve you properly; give us the koyach to be able to be omed in
the nisyonos of life and the challenges of life; to learn the Torah under all circumstances.
And Torah will continue to flourish in Klal Yisrael.

As we look back over the last few months, in our situation — it was not easy for the world, it
was not easy for Klal Yisrael. But look at what we did! We gravitated towards the Torah;
technology was harnessed to be able to learn Torah Xninan2; with Shiurim — from all over
the place opportunities that we may never have had before because we were not connected
to the world in this type of situation. But we drew koichos from our Torah. Our divrei chizuk
that have been going on for so many days in a row; for so many months — this is what gives
us the power. This is what gives us the strength to withstand the challenges — and especially
this big challenge that we are still facing — of the Coronavirus.

Shavuos is the time that we look to the Ribono Shel Olam and say:
"ANN NN 17 DICDWIRD R A7 TIRCMEDT X038 1207 &0 02"

"[om nnn NX 070 DNX DXR" — look what the Torah has done for us! we know this is
what Torah does for us.

As we come to the Yontif of Shavuos, let's prepare ourselves to daven to the Ribono Shel
Olam that the challenges that come our way — we should be able to thrive through them;
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grow through them. But that only comes with the ability to learn Torah. Let's accept on
ourselves: "ax¥n 721 nIN". HaKadosh Baruch Hu will give us that strength to be able to
overcome all challenges from the power of the Torah. That is the power of the Yontif of
Shavuos.
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T'02
Shalom aleichem everyone.
Today is Erev Shavuos ©"wn, na107 "7y NaN.

"j7an nina wi'7¢in Dita ' it was on the third day in the morning; [2y] D721 N7 "
"0 7y 123 — there was thunder and there was lightning and there was a heavy cloud on
the mountain; "TRn 270 19W 771" — and the sound of the Shofar was very strong, 72 Tn"
"NINna WX DY — and the entire Nation was trembling. "i72 |Yy '2'0 70" — Har Sinai was
smoking; "¢ixa "N 1I"7y T WX 190" — because Hashem had descended on to it in a fire.
"|wdn |Yyd vy v — the smoke went up like the smoke of a furnace. Y 72 TY"

"TNn - and the entire mountain shook.

It would seem from the Psukim that there needed to be this tremendous fear, this
tremendous sense of — nothing is secure. Klal Yisrael is trembling; the mountain is trembling
—there was an earthquake going on. The Medrash tells us that this fear and this trembling
was not just on Klal Yisrael: "1x2w"7 NN X0 N2 wITzn MwoYw" — when HaKadosh
Baruch Hu gave the Torah, "1910 Ty1 D71YN glon 7710 1717 n'n" —the sound went from one
end of the world to the other. "[n"73'n2 N TV DNTAXR 071V D' 721" — all the kings of the
world — their palaces began to shake and they all ran to Bilaam and asked, "what’s going on?
There is this crazy noise! Is HaKadosh Baruch Hu bringing a Mabul to the world?" It was like
the roar of a tsunami before it destroys anything in its path - maybe HaKadosh Baruch Hu is
bringing a Mabul. They had a conversation back and forth, until Bilaam told them, "no;" —
"I'ma N2 17 W' N2V nN" — HaKadosh Baruch Hu had a treasure that has been hidden in
His storehouses for nine-hundred and seventy-four generations before He created this
world. And today He is giving it to His Nation —to Klal Yisrael. "|n' iny? TV 'n" — Hashem is
giving His strength, His 11y, to Klal Yisrael, to His Nation.

Reb Moshe Schwab n2>12%7 n1naT1, the Mashgiach in Gateshead Yeshiva, makes the following
observation: we find two things about the world at large. Number one — there are many
people in the world who have a vested interest in making sure that they think that the world
is millions and billions of years old. Why does it bother them so much if someone says it is
only 5,780 years old? Why does it have to be millions or billions of years old? He says a very
interesting thought: this is because a person wants to feel secure. No one wants to feel the
fear that maybe the world is going to end tomorrow. If the world has already existed for
millions and billions of years — it is probably going to exist for a little bit longer too. And
that's enough for me to make it through this world securely. The longer the world has been
around, the more secure a person feel that he is going to be safe, and the world is not going
to disappear one day. That's the first observation he makes.

The second observation, says Reb Schwab, is that when there are natural disasters in the
world, people become very religious. People turn to spirituality. People who perhaps never
before, or not in a long time — prayed, talked about a G-d — all of a sudden, if there is some
type of tragedy and especially if it is a natural disaster — an earthquake, a hurricane, a
tornado, a tsunami — people find spirituality. All of a sudden people are talking about G-d.
why is that? And he says, it is for the same reason: because people feel secure in this world;
they feel secure on the ground they are standing. It’s been there for a long time — it will
remain here for a long time. | don't have to worry that the next step | am going to take,
there will be no earth there and | will fall down some abyss. People feel secure in the
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physical part of the world. But when that physical part of the world is shook up; when there
is a natural disaster like an earthquake, or a tornado, or a tsunami — the people don't feel
secure any more. And everyone wants to feel secure. So, at that point, when the physical
world and its security is no longer viable for them — that's when they start looking for
something non-physical; something spiritual to hold on to and feel that security. Every
person needs a rock to hold on to, that's the way they can go through life. People who don't
have a Ribono Shel Olam, people who don't have a Torah — they find their security in the
physical world. And when that is taken away from them, then they find the security in the
spiritual world.

HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted to teach Klal Yisrael a very important lesson: there is nothing in
this world that is secure. There is no rock that you could hold on to, that you could feel safe
with in this physical world. The only thing that you have to hold on —is to the Torah. The
only thing that you know can be your rock to keep you secure —is the Ribono Shel Olam and
His Torah. How did HaKadosh Baruch Hu show that to Klal Yisrael and even to the world?
When they stood at Har Sinai and the entire physical world started shaking. They thought
that the world would just crack into pieces and dissolve. It was a terrifying experience. And
then the mountain began to shake, and the world began to tremble; and at that point K/a/
Yisrael saw that there was nothing secure here; the ground that we are standing on is not
secure. There is only one thing that we could hold on to: and that is the Ribono Shel Olam
and His Torah.

That, says Reb Schwab, is why it was necessary to make this nTn — this trembling, this fear:
to get rid of that sense of security; that we should never feel secure without the Torah — the
only thing that we feel secure in is our holding on to the Torah. And when the world is less
secure, we should only hold on tighter. Get a tighter grip and grasp on the Torah, because
that is the only thing that is going to keep us afloat. That is what '1'0 7n Tnyn was all about,
says Reb Schwab.

And that is a very important lesson for us, because we have been having these divrei chizuk
since March the 22" — right after Purim. Today is May 28" — it’s more than two months. |
have posted 65 different audio and video divrei chizuk over the last two months. We have
been prnnn when the world around us fell apart; when the financial world fell apart; when
the health and science don't know where to turn; when the entire world is in a Ta/n'l — when
the entire world is in a panic. What did Klal Yisrael do? We looked for divrei chizuk! In every
shul, with every Rav, with every Rosh Yeshiva — people were clamoring for the divrei chizuk.
We, Klal Yisrael know, that there is nothing secure in this world, but holding on to Hashem
and His Torah. We know the lesson of Matan Torah. And as we started our divrei chizuk
before Pesach, talking about the Emunah of Yetzias Mitzrayim; today we come a full circle as
we reach to the Emunah of *1'0 " Tyn; the Emunah of Matan Torah; the Emunah that
when the world is burning around us and when things are not going right in the physical
world — we just get closer to the Ribono Shel Olam. The only thing we have to rely on is the
Ribono Shel Olam and His Torah. That is how we weather every situation in life, every
situation in our history — only because we know that there is no security in this world, other
than the Torah.

"TV 'N" —the strength, the security — "|;m' invy". That, HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave to Klal
Yisrael. Hold on tight! Says the Ribono Shel Olam, "ni7¢2 iy nx N2 A"
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Have a wonderful Yontif! Let's be mekabel the Torah with the strength and with the chizuk;
and BeEzras Hashem, HaKadosh Baruch Hu will bring us Yeshuos and Nechamos. We should
be zoche to see the coming of [AX 1112 NYNN2 NPT N'wn.
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